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(a)  crr/mTv/ycts 'iTnroKpaTci XoAapyet Kal ^vvdp^ovcrLv Is found in
a financial decree of the year 426-5 (Hicks n. 46).    The expression ot
wvu.p)(ovTG$ here clearly denotes that  the  nine generals are in an
inferior position to Hippocrates.    But as the generals may have taken
the presidency of the board hy agreement, by lot, or in rotation, the
evidence is not conclusive for a permanent head.

(b)  oT/DdTv/yo? Se/caros avros.      The numeral adjectives Tre^irro^
rerapTos added to a general's name clearly imply some superiority of
the general  mentioned   over the four  or three  colleagues who are
suggested.   On this analogy oe/varo? ai/ros should imply supremacy over
nine colleagues (whether strategi or not), who accompany on an expedi-
tion the individual general whose name is given.     But in one of the
two passages where the expression is applied to Pericles (Time. ii. 13)
there is no question of an expedition ; IlepiK/VJJs 6 ^avOLinrov crTpa-nj-
yos <ui/ 3A0rjvai(DV Se/caTOS auros simply describes his position at Athens
in 431.    It may, therefore, have been a technical expression employed
to designate the head of the college; and this may be its meaning in
Time. i. 116, where it is applied to Pericles at the siege of Samos.
In any case it is not  likely that the Athenians often sent out ten
generals at once on a single expedition, leaving no commanders of the
home defences and no foreign ministry in the city.

If we believe in a president of the generals, it is by no means
necessary to suppose that he was always a crrpa/r^yos avroKjoaTO)/).
" Autocratic" power, which implied freedom of action on a foreign
campaign, if conferred on a single general, would naturally be conferred
on the head of the college, and this would still more naturally be the
case if it was conferred at his election [Plutarch (Arist. 8) speaks of
Aristeides as yeipo-rovriOtls crrpa/n/yos auTOKpdVeo/o before the battle of
Plataea]. But, usually at least, it was conferred after the elections
with reference to a special service, and might be granted to several
commanders, as it was to the three generals of the great Sicilian
expedition (Time. vi. 26).

If we do not believe in a regular head of the college, yet the grant
of autocratic power to one of the generals would place him in a position
superior to that of his colleagues, at least of those who accompanied
him to the Held.